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At 12 o'clock the Court reassembled.

The Grand Jury reported a true bill against the prisoners, and were discharged.

Charles B. Harding, assisted by Andrew Hunter, represents the Commonwealth; and Lawson Botts
and his assistant Mr. Green, are counsel for the prisoners.

A true bill was read against each prisoner: . . .

e First: For conspiring with negroes to produce insurrection. . . .

The indictment was as follows:

Judicial Circuit of Virginia, Jefferson County, to wit.--The Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia,
in and for the body of the County of Jefferson, . . . upon their oaths do present that John Brown,
Aaron C. Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, and Edwin Coppie, white men, and Shields Green and
John Copland, free negroes, together with divers other evil-minded and traitorous persons to the
Jurors unknown, not having the fear of God before their eyes, but being moved and seduced by the

false and malignant counsel of other evil and traitorous persons and the instigations of the devil, . . .

and did then and there feloniously and traitorously establish and set up, without authority of the
Legislature of the Commonwealth of Virginia, a Government, separate from, and hostile to, the

existing Government of said Commonwealth;

and did then and there hold and exercise divers offices under said usurped Government, to wit: the
said John Brown as Commander-in-Chief of the military threes, the said Aaron C. Stephens, alias
Aaron D. Stephens, as Captain; the said Edwin Coppie, as Lieutenant, and the said Shields Green and

John Copland as soldiers;
and did then and there require and compel obedience to said officers;

and then there did hold and profess allegiance and fidelity to said usurped Government;
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and under color of the usurped authority aforesaid, did then and there resist forcibly and with warlike
arms, the execution of the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and with firearms did wound and
maim divers other good and loyal citizens of said Commonwealth, to the Jurors unknown, when
attempting, with lawful authority, to uphold and maintain said Constitution and laws of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and for the purpose, end, and aim of overthrowing and abolishing the
Constitution and laws of said Commonwealth, and establishing in the place thereof, another and

different government, and constitution and laws hostile thereto,

did then and there feloniously and traitorously, and in military array Join in open battle and deadly
warfare with the civil officers and soldiers in the lawful service of the said Commonwealth of
Virginia.

and did then and there show and discharge
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divers guns and pistols, charged with gunpowder and leaden bullets, against and upon divers parties
of the militia and volunteers embodied and acting under the command of Colonel Robert W. Baylor,
and of Colonel John Thomas Gibson, and other officers of said Commonwealth, with lawful authority
to quell and subdue the said John Brown, Aaron C. Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, Edwin
Coppie. Shields Green, and John Copland, and other rebels and traitors assembled, organized, and
acting with them, as aforesaid, to the evil example of all others in like case offending, and against the

peace and dignity of the Commonwealth.
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