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At 12 o'clock the Court reassembled. 

The Grand Jury reported a true bill against the prisoners, and were discharged. 

Charles B. Harding, assisted by Andrew Hunter, represents the Commonwealth; and Lawson Botts 

and his assistant Mr. Green, are counsel for the prisoners. 

A true bill was read against each prisoner: . . .  

 First: For conspiring with negroes to produce insurrection. . . .  
The indictment was as follows: 

Judicial Circuit of Virginia, Jefferson County, to wit.--The Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in 

and for the body of the County of Jefferson, . . . upon their oaths do present that John Brown, Aaron C. 

Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, and Edwin Coppie, white men, and Shields Green and John Copland, 

free negroes, together with divers other evil-minded and traitorous persons to the Jurors unknown, not 

having the fear of God before their eyes, but being moved and seduced by the false and malignant counsel 

of other evil and traitorous persons and the instigations of the devil, did, severally, on the sixteenth, 

seventeenth, and eighteenth days of the month of October, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and 

fifty-nine, and on divers other days before and after that time, . . .  

feloniously and Traitorously make rebellion and levy war against the said Commonwealth of Virginia, . . .  

and to effect, carry out, and fulfill their said wicked and treasonable ends and purposes did, then and 

there, as a band of organized soldiers, attack, seize, and hold a certain part and place within the 

county and State aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, known and called by the name of 

Harper's Ferry,  

and then and there did forcibly capture, make prisoners of, and detain divers good and loyal citizens 

of said Commonwealth, to wit: Lewis W. Washington, John M. Allstadt, Archibald M. Kitzmiller, 

Benjamin J. Mills. John E. P. Dangerfield, Armstead Ball, John Donoho, and did then and there slay 

and murder, by shooting with firearms, called Sharpe's rifles, divers good and loyal citizens of said 

Commonwealth, to wit: Thomas Boerly, George W. Turner, Fontaine Beckham, together with Luke 

Quinn, a soldier of the United States, and Hayward Sheppard, a free negro,  

and did then and there, in manner aforesaid, wound divers other good and loyal citizens of said 

Commonwealth, . . . 
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