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At 12 o'clock the Court reassembled. 

The Grand Jury reported a true bill against the prisoners, and were discharged. 

Charles B. Harding, assisted by Andrew Hunter, represents the Commonwealth; and Lawson Botts and 

his assistant Mr. Green, are counsel for the prisoners. 

A true bill was read against each prisoner: . . .  

 Second: For treason in the Commonwealth; and, . . . 
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Second Count.--And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do further present that the said John 

Brown, Aaron C. Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, Edwin Coppie, Shields Green, and John Copland, 

severally, on the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth days of October, in the year of our Lord eighteen 

hundred and fifty-nine, in the said County of Jefferson, and Commonwealth of Virginia, and within the 

jurisdiction of this Court, not having the fear of God before their eyes, but moved and seduced by the 

false and malignant counsels of others, and the instigations of the devil, did each severally, maliciously, 

and feloniously conspire with each other, and with a certain John E. Cook, John Kagi, Charles Tidd, and 

others to the jurors unknown, to induce certain slaves, to wit:--Jim, Sam, Mason, and Catesby. . . . . . . . . 

the slaves, and property of Lewis W. Washington, and Henry, Levi, Ben, Jerry, Phil, George, and Bill, the 

slaves and property of John H. Allstadt, and other slaves to the Jurors unknown, to rebel and make 

insurrection against their masters and owners, and against the Government and the Constitution and laws 

of the Commonwealth of Virginia:  

and then and there did maliciously and feloniously advise said slaves, and other slaves to the Jurors 

unknown, to rebel and make insurrection against their masters and owners, and against the Government, 

the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia to the evil example of all others in like cases 

offending and against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth. 
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