
FOCUS QUESTION 
In what ways is equality a proposition, or belief, worth fighting for? 
 
LESSON OVERVIEW 
Students will consider whether equality is important to our democracy as they develop a deep 
understanding of the literary and historical value of the Gettysburg Address through a 
game-based close reading of the text. 
 
LESSON OBJECTIVES 

● Analyze primary sources to spark inquiry into the Battle of Gettysburg and President 
Abraham Lincoln’s address at the dedication of the Gettysburg Cemetery. 

● Complete a close read of the Gettysburg Address to understand vocabulary, word 
choices and text references, use of rhetorical devices and text structures, as well as 
Lincoln’s purpose for the speech and his call to action. 

● Discuss the focus question in light of historical and contemporary contexts. 
 
LESSON MATERIALS 

● All lesson materials (single .zip file) 
● Lesson presentation 
● 1 copy per student: Primary Source Analysis Tool 
● Image for display: Lincoln McClellan Antietam photo (bibliographic record) 
● 1 copy for each student: Numbered transcription of the Gettysburg Address (Bliss copy) 
● Former Librarian of Congress James Billington recitation of Gettysburg Address audio 

file (other recitations) 
● 1 per student: Gettysburg Address Game Tracker 

○ Word Whiz 
■ 1 copy of the Word Whiz definition and translations document 

○ Catch My Drift 
■ 4 different color highlighters or light colored pencils for each student 

○ Telltale Techniques 
■ 6 copies, 1 for each group, of the Telltale Techniques worksheet or have 

students write their answers on a sheet of paper 
○ ID It 

■ 6 copies, 1 for each group, of the ID It worksheet or have students write 
their answers on a sheet of paper 

 
LESSON PREP 

● In addition to the information found in Gettysburg Battle Basics, educators may wish to 
review the resources linked to below. 

○ Today in History: July 1 | July 2 | July 3 
○ Battle of Gettysburg primary sources 
○ Gettysburg Address primary sources 

● Decide which activities you will have time to complete with students. 

https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Addressing-Gettysburg-Address-Lesson-Files.zip
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Addressing-the-Gettysburg-Address-Lesson-Presentation.ppt
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool.pdf
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cwpb/01100/01131v.jpg
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cwpb/01100/01131v.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cwpb.01131/
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Numbered-Speech-Transcript.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Numbered-Speech-Transcript.pdf
http://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/James-Billington-Recites-Gettysburg-Address.mp3
http://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/James-Billington-Recites-Gettysburg-Address.mp3
http://www.learntheaddress.org/
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Game-Tracker.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Game-Tracker.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Word-Whiz-Vocabulary-Definitions-and-Translations.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Word-Whiz-Vocabulary-Definitions-and-Translations.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Telltale-Techniques-Worksheet.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-Telltale-Techniques-Worksheet.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-ID-It-Worksheet.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-ID-It-Worksheet.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-01#the-battle-of-gettysburg
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-01#the-battle-of-gettysburg
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-02
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-02
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-03
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-03
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/07/today-in-history-battle-of-gettysburg/
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2014/11/today-history-gettysburg-address/


● Review lesson implementation and prepare all lesson materials. 
● If your students are not familiar with primary source analysis, you should model this 

activity using the primary source analysis tool before implementing this lesson. 
○ Prepare digital or print images (see Using Sources: Printing High Quality Black & 

White Primary Source Images). 
○ If printing the primary source images, consider using plastic sheet protectors to 

prolong the durability of the images. 
If students are not familiar with text structures, you will need to pre-teach this or leave it 
out of the lesson. 

 
LESSON IMPLEMENTATION 
Focus Question 

● Display the lesson presentation. Slide 1: Ask students to share a few thoughts about the 
meaning of the focus question: Is equality a proposition, or belief, worth fighting for? 

● Jot down a few key student ideas, as well as any questions that they may have, in a 
digital document, on the board, or on chart paper. 

 
Lincoln Fast Facts 

● Tell students to write their names in the top right corner of the Primary Source Analysis 
Tool and then turn it over. 

● Slide 2: Ask students to think about what they know about Abraham Lincoln. 
● Slide 3: Tell students to take 1 minute to write as many facts as they can think of on the 

back of the Primary Source Analysis Tool. 
● Take 1-2 minutes to have students share the facts they knew about Lincoln (e.g., he is 

on the penny coin, he is on the $5 bill, he wore a top hat, he was President of the United 
States, he gave a famous speech, etc.), telling students when a fact is correct and is 
eligible to count towards points total. 

● Slide 4: Tell students to add up the points they received and to write that number on their 
paper and circle it. (You may wish to allow students to add these points to their 
Gettysburg Game On point totals). 

 
Primary Source Analysis 1 

● Display the digital image of President Lincoln and Gen. George B. McClellan and inform 
students that, together, the class will be completing a primary source analysis of this 
image to see what more they can learn about Abraham Lincoln and the time when he 
was President of the United States. 

● Zoom into various parts of the image so students can observe details and consider what 
meaning those details might have (reflect), as well as to note any questions that they 
have. (If possible, provide students with printouts or, if students have access to 
technology, provide them with the digital image.) 

● Call on students to share their observations, reflections, and questions and note key 
responses and questions in a digital document, on the board, or on chart paper. 

http://primarysourcenexus.org/2016/01/using-sources-printing-high-quality-black-white-primary-source-images/
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2016/01/using-sources-printing-high-quality-black-white-primary-source-images/
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2016/01/using-sources-printing-high-quality-black-white-primary-source-images/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cwpb/01100/01131v.jpg


● Review the bibliographic record to get additional information. Add new findings and 
questions to the lesson notes. 

 
Gettysburg Battle Basics 

● Narrate several slides to give students some basic background to the Battle of 
Gettysburg and to see if any of this information provides answers to questions they 
posed during the primary source analysis. 

● Slide 5: Abraham Lincoln was president of the United States during the Civil War, which 
began in April, 1861, one month after he became president, and lasted until April, 1865, 
just days after his death. 

● Slide 6: The U.S. Civil War was fought between the Union [blue areas], which was 
fighting to keep all of the states together, and the Confederacy [grey areas], which was 
fighting to leave the Union. 

● Slide 7: The battle of Gettysburg, which lasted from July 1-3, 1863, is considered by 
many to be the turning point of the Civil War. 

● Slide 8: Gen. George G. Meade led the Union soldiers. 
● Slide 9: Gen. Robert E. Lee led the Confederate soldiers. 
● Slide 10: The Union won the battle at Gettysburg but the human price was terrible: 

28,063 Confederate soldiers and 23,049 Union soldiers were killed or wounded. 
● Slide 11: Every farm field and garden was a graveyard. 
● Slide 12: People in Gettysburg were concerned about the poor condition of graves at the 

battlefield and hospital sites. 
● Slide 13: A year earlier, on July 17, 1862, President Lincoln signed legislation that gave 

the the U.S. government the power to create national cemeteries. 
● Slide 14: Gettysburg lawyer David Wills organized the creation of a "Soldiers' National 

Cemetery"; Union dead began to arrive at this new cemetery in the fall of 1863. 
● Slide 15: This news headline is from Nov. 21, 1863. Let’s look at the words. What can 

we learn from this source about this event? (Clarify vocabulary and note student findings 
in the lesson notes.) 

 
Primary Source Analysis 2 

● Display the image (slide 16) and, if possible, provide students with printouts or access to 
the digital image. 

● Direct students to work individually or with a partner to analyze the source, with each 
filling out a primary source analysis tool. 

● Review student analyses as a class to uncover student learnings and questions related 
to the Gettysburg Address. Add any new findings and questions to the lesson notes. 

 
The Speech 

● Give each student a copy of the numbered transcription of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
and direct them to write their names on it. 

● Instruct students listen to former Librarian of Congress James Billington recite the 
Gettysburg Address, or another recitation, and follow along with the text. Play the audio 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cwpb.01131/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84031490/1863-11-21/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1863&index=1&rows=20&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=000+50+50%2C000+ATTENDANCE+PERSONS&proxdistance=5&date2=1863&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=50%2C000+persons+in+attendance&andtext=&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84031490/1863-11-21/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1863&index=1&rows=20&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=000+50+50%2C000+ATTENDANCE+PERSONS&proxdistance=5&date2=1863&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=50%2C000+persons+in+attendance&andtext=&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/James-Billington-Recites-Gettysburg-Address.mp3
http://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/James-Billington-Recites-Gettysburg-Address.mp3
http://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/James-Billington-Recites-Gettysburg-Address.mp3
http://www.learntheaddress.org/
http://www.learntheaddress.org/


file twice if time allows. (You may also choose to have students listen to the recitation 
individually on computers with headphones.) 

● As a class, reflect on the speech. 
○ Did any words stick out to you? 
○ What were you thinking and feeling as you listened to the speech? 
○ What part of the speech did you find especially interesting or appealing? Why? 
○ How do you think this speech might relate to our focus question: In what ways is 

equality a proposition, or belief, worth fighting for? 
○ What questions do you have? 

● Jot down key student findings and questions in the lesson notes. 
● Instruct students to keep the speech transcription for the next part of the lesson. 
● Inform students that, in the next part of the lesson, they will be competing to see who will 

be identified as text novices (beginners), who will level up to text boss, and who will 
become text masters. 

● Collect students’ completed primary source analysis tool/Lincoln facts sheets to assess 
student background knowledge and analysis skills. 

● If you did not assign the optional vocabulary homework prior to starting the lesson, you 
may choose to assign it now (you could make the homework optional for students and 
those who complete it will have a leg up on the competition in Part II). 

 
Gettysburg Game On 

● Before beginning, make sure that each student has a Gettysburg Address Game Tracker 
at his/her work space. 

● Tell students to take out their numbered transcription of the Gettysburg Address and 
inform them that they will use the game tracker to note the points they earn as they 
complete a number of tasks (slide 20). 

 
Gettysburg Word Whiz 

● Divide students into groups 6 groups and give each group one section from the Word 
Whiz definitions and translations document. 

● Instruct students (or a student) to read the instructions (slide 17). 
○ Your group has definitions of some words from a part of the Gettysburg Address. 
○ Your job is to review the words and their definitions and use them to help you 

re-write the text in your own words. 
● Give student groups 5 minutes to complete this part of the activity; you may choose to 

award extra time if students seem to need it. 
● When students are finished, read the text from section 1 and then ask the group with 

that text to have one member read aloud their rewrite of the text. You may choose to 
award points yourself or allow students to vote on the point award (1 point for a 
satisfactory translation, 2 points for good, and 3 points for excellent). Continue until each 
group has shared their text translation and received their points. 

 
 



Catch My Drift 
● Tell students (slide 18) that Lincoln’s speech took just under 2 minutes to deliver and 

contained around 270 words, but only 220 words if you remove articles such as the and 
a; conjunctions such as and, but, and or; and prepositions like to, for, and of. As a great 
speech writer, Lincoln used repetition to emphasize ideas and make points. We are 
going to use a word cloud to help us recognize four of the words Lincoln repeated most 
often in the Gettysburg address. 

● Display the word cloud of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address (slide 19) and inform students 
that words used more often in the text will be bigger in a word cloud and towards the 
center. 

● Ask: Which words do you think Lincoln used most often in his speech? Instruct student 
groups to take 1 minute to look at the word cloud and, if they like, to glance at the 
speech transcription, and write down the 4 words that they think were repeated at least 5 
times in the speech. 

● Tell students the words and number of times they were repeated (slide 20) and that each 
word correctly identified earns 1 point for each group member. 

○ We = 10 
○ Here = 8 
○ Dedicate/dedicated = 6 
○ Nation = 5 

● Direct students to take 2 minutes to underline those words on their speech transcripts; 
award 1 point to each group that is on task. 

● Display slide 21 and ask students to take another minute to highlight each underlined 
word with a different color as shown. 

● Ask students why  they think Lincoln chose to repeat those words. Note valid student 
responses, awarding 1 point for each response noted. 

● Review the following with students, noting highlighted phrases (slide 22) and indicating, 
when appropriate, how these coincide with student responses. 

○ We to stress unity. We are all part of this nation. 
○ Here to emphasize where they are (at the cemetery on the site of the battlefield) 

and the importance of the sacrifice (dying) these men made to the Union. 
○ Dedicated to emphasize that our nation was founded on the principle that all men 

are created equal, as stated in the Declaration of Independence, and that we 
need to be as dedicated as those who gave their lives to preserve not just the 
union but the nation. 

○ Nation: Lincoln points to the nation’s beginnings; reminds us that it is in peril but 
can (and should) be reborn. 

Ask student groups to work together to create a sentence (slide 23) containing these 4 
words and no more than 12 total words that summarizes the purpose of this speech. In 
other words, what did Lincoln want people to remember, or take away, from it? (If 
needed, share an example sentence: We here are dedicated to this nation.) 



Ask groups to share their sentences. You may choose to award points yourself or allow 
students to vote on the point award (1 point for satisfactory, 2 points for good, and 3 
points for excellent). 
Direct students to tally their points. [Point opportunities: identifying 4 words used most 
often (4 pts); why Lincoln used those words response (1 pt); on task underlining words (1 
pt); summary sentences (1-3 pts).] 

 
Telltale Techniques 

● Give each group a Telltale Techniques worksheet or tell them to write their answers for 
this “game” on a sheet of paper. 

● Tell students that writers use a variety of techniques to call attention to and reinforce 
ideas (slide 24). Two of these rhetorical devices are contrasts—putting two opposite 
ideas in one thought—and triads—repeating three related thoughts, usually using similar 
grammatical constructions. 

● Provide examples of contrasts (slide 25) and triads (slide 26). 
● Instruct student groups to work together to try to uncover instances of contrasts and 

triads in the Gettysburg Address. Tell students they have 5 minutes to write their down 
their findings; encourage groups members to divide the work up by looking at different 
sections. 

● After, ask for volunteers to identify findings on the board or a transparency. (Each 
contrast or triad correctly identified earns 1 point for each group member; other groups 
who found the same contrast or triad also earn 1 point for each group member.) 

○ Contrasts 
■ gave their lives | that that nation might live 
■ living and dead 
■ add or detract 
■ what we say here | what they did here 

○ Triads 
■ we can not dedicate | we can not consecrate | we can not hallow 
■ world will little note | nor long remember | but it can never forget 
■ government of the people | by the people | for the people 

● Direct students to tally their points (7 pts possible). 
 
ID It  

● Give each group an ID It worksheet or tell them to write their answers for this “game” on 
a sheet of paper. 

● Tell students to look at their copy of the numbered transcription of the Gettysburg 
Address. 

● Ask student groups to take a couple of minutes to review the speech again to see if they 
can determine how the text is structured (slide 27). 

○ Cause and Effect 
○ Chronological Order 
○ Compare and Contrast 



○ Description 
○ Problem-Solution 
○ Ask a student representative to provide their group’s answer (correct 

identification earns 1 point for each group member). 
● Once chronological order (past, present, future), has been identified (slide 28), tell 

student groups to take a few minutes to mark the parts of the text that belong to each 
(past - section 1; present - sections 2-5; future - sections 6-10; slides 29-31). Students 
earn 1 point for each part (past, present, future) correctly matched with the appropriate 
sections. 

● Ask student groups if they can identify the year Lincoln was referring to in the past 
section (slide 32 - 1776: 1 point); which word (slide 33 - Liberty: 1 point) and which 
phrase (all men are created equal: 1 point) relates to what famous historical U.S. 
document (slide 34 - Declaration of Independence: 1 point). 

● Discuss with students how this knowledge relates to the beginning of the present part 
(section 2, slide 35). 

● Inform students that at the beginning of 1863, on January 1, President Lincoln issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation (slide 36), declaring that all slaves in the Confederate states 
free. Remind students that Lincoln brought up equality in the beginning of the speech. 

● Define a call to action (slide 37). Ask student groups to identify the call to action Lincoln 
makes at the end of the Gettysburg Address (answer slide 38); award students points 
based on their responses. 

● Remind students that Lincoln was asked to speak at the dedication of a Union cemetery 
on the site of the Gettysburg Battlefield, one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War. Ask 
groups to review the Gettysburg Address again and think about words that Lincoln did 
NOT include in his speech. Tell them to jot down some words that Lincoln might have 
included but did not. (Each plausible word identified earns 1 point for each group 
member.) 

○ Confederate 
○ Union 
○ South 
○ North 
○ Slavery 
○ Gettysburg 
○ Cemetery 

● Discuss with students why they think President Lincoln opted NOT include these words 
in his speech (e.g., He wanted to focus on unity and points in common rather than 
divisions.) 

● Direct students to tally their points [Point opportunities: identifying text structure (1 pt); 
identifying past, present, future sections (3 pts); clues to the past (3 pts); call to action 
(1-3 pts); words not used (will vary).] 

 
 
 



Making Connections 
● Have students tally total points to determine who is a Text Novice, Text Boss, or Text 

Master (You will need to decide point divisions based on the activities that students 
complete.) 

● Instruct student groups to discuss how they think Lincoln would respond to the lesson’s 
focus question—In what ways is equality a proposition, or belief, worth fighting 
for?—based on what he wrote in the Gettysburg Address. Share group findings with the 
class. 

● Ask students to provide a written response to the focus question in the context of their 
own lives. 

 
LESSON EXTENSIONS 
Understanding the Battle 
If you would like your students to learn a bit more about the Battle of Gettysburg, you may begin 
the lesson with one of the following activities in place of simply providing background 
information on the battle. 
Activity 1 

● Divides students into 6 groups and give each a Gettysburg Source Review to complete. 
● Discuss student findings then proceed to background information about the aftermath of 

the battle found in the lesson presentation. 
Activity 2 

● Divide students into 6 groups to analyze a primary source. Give each group a 
Gettysburg Battle map or image and a primary source analysis tool. Display primary 
sources and have a group representative share group learnings and questions with the 
class. 

○ Maps 
■ Map of the battle of Gettysburg, Pa. 
■ Field of Gettysburg 
■ Map of the Battle of Gettysburg, Penna. 

○ Images 
■ The battle of Gettysburg 
■ The battle of Gettysburg - General Crawford's charge on the rebel lines 
■ The battle of Gettysburg, Pa. July 3d. 1863 

○ Give each group one of the three Today in History excerpts and ask them to 
summarize what they learned and to share that information with the class. 

■ July 1 
■ July 2 
■ July 3 

  
● Discuss student findings then proceed to background information about the aftermath of 

the battle found in the lesson presentation. 
 
 

https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Source-Review.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Source-Review.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/99466787/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99447499
https://www.loc.gov/item/gvhs01.vhs00146/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006681070/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99614230/
https://www.loc.gov/item/90709061/
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-01#the-battle-of-gettysburg
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-02#the-battle-of-gettysburg-day-2
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-03#picketts-charge


Maps and Soldiers 
Have students complete the Learning from the Source lesson: Where do I run to? Where do I 
hide? 
 
Cursive Code Cracking 
After learning about the Battle of Gettysburg, you may have students play the game described 
below. 

● Divide students into groups of 4-5 students. 
● Hand out pages from David Wills letter, inviting President Lincoln to speak at Gettysburg, 

along with cut outs of the invitation transcription sentences and challenge students to 
piece the invite together. The first team to correctly piece together the invitation wins. 

 
Say It with Pictures 
Have students complete the Gettysburg Address Image Sequencing activity. 
 
Equality Is Worth It 
Ask students to develop a creative work (painting, poster, diorama, song, poem, print or digital 
story, etc.) that includes repetition, contrasts, and triads and demonstrates their response to the 
lesson’s focus question: In what ways is equality a proposition, or belief, worth fighting for? 
 

https://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/07/learning-from-the-source-where-do-i-run-to-where-do-i-hide/
https://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/07/learning-from-the-source-where-do-i-run-to-where-do-i-hide/
https://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/07/learning-from-the-source-where-do-i-run-to-where-do-i-hide/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/gettysburg-address/exhibition-items.html#obj0
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/gettysburg-address/exhibition-items.html#obj0
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-invitation-transcription-cut-outs.pdf
https://primarysourcenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Gettysburg-Address-invitation-transcription-cut-outs.pdf
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/11/learning-from-the-source-gettysburg-address-image-sequencing/
http://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/11/learning-from-the-source-gettysburg-address-image-sequencing/

