Seneca Falls and Beyond

“What pro wa next o do? asked Ellzabath Cady Stanton pfior the 1848
convention. The women of Seneca Falls had challenged Amariea 1o

zocial ravolution with & list of demands thet touched svery aspect of lifa.
Tasting different approaches, the anrly woman's rights isadoers cama 1o
viow tha ballot as the best way (o changs the system, but thay did not
limit thair aMorts 1o one Eeoa. Fifty year afbes the convention, woman
could ckhim progress in proparty rights, amploymeant and edecations
opportuniiies, divorce and child custody lnes, and Incressed social
Iredoma. By tha asrly 20th caniury, & coalition of suflregits, tempar-
anca grodps, reform-mindad politickans, and women's soclal wakare
organizations mosiered o succossiul push for tho vola.

Altheoasgh the ballol wes never iha primary sganl ol social relorm, s
many had hopad, tha fight for suffrage axpanded the women's infleencs
i e peoditicpd arena. Again the question arose: What noxt T Immeedigtaly
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after 1820 many women worked lor redoom through groups sach as the
Leagua of Woman Volars and national poditical partbes. Soma women

assaried thair rights on a personal level by aitending collegs, laking
jobs, sdopting naw clothing fashions, nnd practicing birth contral. Than
&8 now, aach woman soughl har own datinltlon of freadom.

In 1848 tha Senaca Cownly Cowsriar warmed thal the convantion's

resolutions were “of the kind called redical .

. Soma will regard tham

wilth respaci—others with disapprobation and confempl.” Tha story of
the women's movarment & the dory of ideas snée conbrovarsial, now
unramarkable. The chronology balow outlings the major evants that
changed e status quo Mo Wormsen in Amarkca, Whech of our Pros
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