Women's Rights

= was born and fived alorost forty years in Sourh Bristol, Catario
Cornrrey — oo of the most seclieded spots in Western New York, bur
l|"r'|'.l.l?r the earlieo dawn .u:ll".l'gwl.rm fp.'.ll.g'r.ll__r'r.l.r r.|'|q|r_.|'r|_-'¢'|',|'.-a-r_|-.l ':Jr
fhronrhnt and action that was then denied fo oll wormankingd . . . By
rerd wrtdl that meeting af Seacea Falls e 1848, r!lf'rfrq'FrrJ.l|q_'|'r:'. i
the cause, pave this feeling of unrest form and vaice, did Iiake
aciimn.”

For Emily Collins, who want on 1o start a local sgual rights organiza
Hon, and For ofher women of 18405 Amerkca Lhe news o B woman s righls
convenlion was & vivid ramindar of 1hair Inlerior Slatus. By law or by
Gusbim, an unmarrisd woman genenally did not vole, spask in public, hold
office, attand i:r.||||:ﬂ;||:|. or aam & Hving ofher than as o leacher, spamsiness
domastic, or mill workar. & married soman lived undar thasa rasirks-
liong and mora: she could nol makes contracts, sus in court, divorcos an
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abusive husband, gain custody of her children, or own proparty, aven tha
clothes she wors. 'I:hmlgh middie-class wives rabgnaesd over the domésiic
sphera, lagally thair hugbands controllad tham. Individual worman pab-
lichy exprassad thabr desire for aguality, bul it was nol until 1B48 thal a
handtul of refermers in Sereca Folls, Now York, called “& Convantion Eo
discuss the social, civil, and religlous condition and rights of Woman

Why Seneca Falls? A significant reform community emernged in westarn
Maw York in tha 18308 and 405, Among thase ralormars woens sbolibionists
el joi el relalives and siarted busknesses in Senaca Falks and Watarioo
Haré ard alsawhans, Quaker woman such as Phlladelphian Lucrelis Mol
took an active rale in the efort 1o end slavery, For Mo, har sister Martha
Wiright, Jane Hunt, Mary Ann M Clinbeck, and 32-yaar-old Elizabaih Cady
Stanton, (he naxl Hap was lo damand righls lor woman. In July 1848
they plannad the comvantion and hamemensd oul 3 formal list of grievances
hased on the Decloration of Independence, denouncing Ineguities in
proparly righls, edecation, amploymant, religion, mantisgpe and tamily
and suffrage. The demand lor the “slactive ranchise” was =0 radical thal

O Jighy 1% mnd 210, 1848
0w B i mam
gatheresd & the Wesleyan
Fempad e i D Proar e
first formal demands for
WAOHTHGE 8 Fgis, Ok
bwzab peaiibamn g 0 ded
I analy, SEImETH

iy, gnd ofther ng
{oermres bo il Thee chapsal.
o thei Tired Aoy b
nAME e agod the word-
g ol Thees DiEckemdtion ol
Senlimends

B m-.'J.r--"" '!_

e Swnmos

Women's Rights
Mational Historical Park
Mew York

avan Mol protested, bul Stanlon hod her way, On July 19 the Doclaration
of Santlments was preasanied befora an sudience of 300, “We hold these
brurtha b be sak-avidant: that &l man and wonmen are craabisd agueal,
announaad Stanion at ihe First Women's Righls Convantion

Tha pdvocates axpeciad controvarsy. Trua ladies, 8 Philadalphia naws-
papet wrold altar the convantion, would ba foalish 1o sacrifics thedr sta
= as “Wives, Balles, Virgins and Mothars” for equal rights. Mony signars
of the deciaration reamoved their nemas. Bul 12 daya kalar 8 second
convantion was hald in Rochastes. By the e ol the cenbury armmbis o
women marchad for sutfrage. Today many of the convanilon’s most radi
cal demands are taken for granted, The Declaration of Sentimenis was
ha start; |8 worngs have o relevancs thal reaches lar Bbayond thal warm
July day in Sanaca Falls.
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