
  
 

Distributed through the TPS-Barat Teaching with Primary Sources Program | 847-574-2465 

Find additional materials and resources at http://Barat-TPS.org and http://PrimarySourceNexus.org. 

SOURCE SET 1 - INDIAN TERRITORY RESETTLEMENT 
 

SOURCE 1A 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=004/llsl004.db&recNum=458 

SOURCE 1B 

Approved on February 8, 1887, "An Act to Provide for the Allotment of Lands in Severalty 

to Indians on the Various Reservations," known as the Dawes Act, emphasized severalty, 

the treatment of Native Americans as individuals rather than as members of tribes. 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/dawes.asp 

 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

Observe 

 What type of text is this (letter, newspaper article, report, advertisement, legal document, 

etc.)? 

 Are there any headers, headlines or other formatting options that call out specific parts of the 

text? 

 When was this text created? Is place relevant to this text? How? 

 What does the text describe or explain? 

 What specific details are mentioned? What rights were given to the President? What rights 

were given to the Indians? 

Reflect 

 Why do you think the creators chose to include these specific details of description or 

explanation? What information might have been left out of the text? 

 Does this text show clear bias? If so, towards what or whom? What evidence supports your 

conclusion? 

 What do you feel when reading this text? 

 What did you learn from examining this text? Does any new information you learned 

contradict or support your prior knowledge about the topic of this text? 

Compare & Contrast 

 What similarities or differences do you find in the language of the two texts? What changes 

do you notice in the attitude of the U.S. government towards the Native Americans?

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=004/llsl004.db&recNum=458
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/dawes.asp
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SOURCE 1A EXCERPT 
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SOURCE 1B EXCERPT 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That in all cases where any tribe or band of Indians has been, or shall hereafter be, located 

upon any reservation created for their use, either by treaty stipulation or by virtue of an act of Congress or 

executive order setting apart the same for their use, the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 

authorized, whenever in his opinion any reservation or any part thereof of such Indians is advantageous 

for agricultural and grazing purposes, to cause said reservation, or any part thereof, to be surveyed, or 

resurveyed if necessary, and to allot the lands in said reservation in severalty to any Indian located 

thereon in quantities as follows: To each head of a family, one-quarter of a section; To each single person 

over eighteen years of age, one-eighth of a section; To each orphan child under eighteen years of age, 

one-eighth of a section; and To each other single person under eighteen years now living, or who may be 

born prior to the date of the order of the President directing an allotment of the lands embraced in any 

reservation, one-sixteenth of a section: Provided, That in case there is not sufficient land in any of said 

reservations to allot lands to each individual of the classes above named in quantities as above provided, 

the lands embraced in such reservation or reservations shall be allotted to each individual of each of said 

classes pro rata in accordance with the provisions of this act: And provided further, That where the treaty 

or act of Congress setting apart such reservation provides the allotment of lands in severalty in quantities 

in excess of those herein provided, the President, in making allotments upon such reservation, shall allot 

the lands to each individual Indian belonging thereon in quantity as specified in such treaty or act: And 

provided further, That when the lands allotted are only valuable for grazing purposes, an additional 

allotment of such grazing lands, in quantities as above provided, shall be made to each individual.” 

 

SEC. 3. That the allotments provided for in this act shall be made by special agents appointed by the 

President for such purpose, and the agents in charge of the respective reservations on which the 

allotments are directed to be made, under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may 

from time to time prescribe, and shall be certified by such agents to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

in duplicate, one copy to be retained in the Indian Office and the other to be transmitted to the Secretary 

of the Interior for his action, and to be deposited in the General Land Office. 

 

SEC. 6. That upon the completion If said allotments and the patenting of the lands to said allottees, each 

and every number of the respective bands or tribes of Indians to whom allotments have been made shall 

have the benefit of and be subject to the laws, both civil and criminal, of the State or Territory in which 

they may reside; and no Territory shall pass or enforce any law denying any such Indian within its 

jurisdiction the equal protection of the law. And every Indian born within the territorial limits of the 

United States to whom allotments shall have been made under the provisions of this act, or under any law 

or treaty, and every Indian born within the territorial limits of the United States who has voluntarily taken 

up, within said limits, his residence separate and apart from any tribe of Indians therein, and has adopted 

the habits of civilized life, is hereby declared to be a citizen of the United States, and is entitled to all the 

rights, privileges, and immunities of such citizens, whether said Indian has been or not, by birth or 

otherwise, a member of any tribe of Indians within the territorial limits of the United States without in any 

manner affecting the right of any such Indian to tribal or other property. 

 

SEC. 8. That the provisions of this act shall not extend to the territory occupied by the Cherokees, Creeks, 

Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Osage, Miamies and Peorias, and Sacs and Foxes, in the Indian 

Territory, nor to any of the reservations of the Seneca Nation of New York Indians in the State of New 

York, nor to that strip of territory in the State of Nebraska adjoining the Sioux Nation on the south added 

by executive order. 
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SOURCE 1B EXCERPT, PAGE 2 

SEC. 9. That for the purpose of making the surveys and resurveys mentioned in section two of this act, 

there be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 

sum of one hundred thousand dollars, to be repaid proportionately out of the proceeds of the sales of such 

land as may be acquired from the Indians under the provisions of this act.  

 

SEC. 10. That nothing in this act contained shall be so construed to affect the right and power of Congress 

to grant the right of way through any lands granted to an Indian, or a tribe of Indians, for railroads or 

other highways, or telegraph lines, for the public use, or condemn such lands to public uses, upon making 

just compensation. 

 


